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The Dutch Public Prosecutor's Office (''DPPO''), the police and Van Doorne have discussed the 

allegations relating to The Voice of Holland (''The Voice''). Van Doorne has been appointed by 

ITV, the English parent company of ITV Studios in the Netherlands, as an external investigator 

and is conducting an investigation. Besides this external investigation, Van Doorne is not 

providing other legal advice to ITV. De Brauw Blackstone Westbroek, based on its longstanding 

relationship with ITV, represents ITV and is the law firm that provides general legal advice. The 

consultation between the DPPO, the police and Van Doorne serve to define who does what in 

relation to potential victims of abuse at The Voice. 

 

The police and the DPPO have jointly issued an appeal to victims of criminal offences to report 

to the police. ITV and Van Doorne support this appeal wholeheartedly. ITV itself issued an 

appeal to report abuse and inappropriate behavior around The Voice.  

 

The DPPO, the police, Van Doorne and ITV want to prevent a disruption of a possible criminal 

investigation. Sexual offences have a great impact on the victims and their environment. The 

first provision of assistance and support is crucial for the further continuation, to process 

events, as well as for a possible criminal investigation. In the event Van Doorne is confronted 

with a possible criminal offence during a report or a later interview, the reporter will 

immediately be advised to go to the police and the interview with Van Doorne will be 

postponed until the wishes of the possible victim are clear. Additionally, the possibilities of 

receiving support from the Sexual Assault Center will be pointed out. A specialized victim 

advocate (https://langsz.nl/) can provide the victim with legal advice. 

 

Van Doorne will not investigate criminal offences. After a possible report, the police can 

launch a criminal investigation under the direction of the public prosecutor. If, as a result of a 

report, Van Doorne is in doubt as to whether a criminal offence has been committed, Van 

Doorne will inform the reporter accordingly. Van Doorne will inform the reporter about the 

arrangements made with the DPPO and the police about the possibility to report to the police. 

 

It is advised not to participate in discussion groups with possible victims. This can lead to 

'collaborative storytelling', a phenomenon which causes the increase of suspicions of offences 

because stories are passed on to each other without adjustment. This phenomenon can affect 

the reliability of statements. 

 

Of course, the criminal investigation conducted by the police and the DPPO and the external 

investigation conducted by Van Doorne will be carried out independently of each other. 

https://centrumseksueelgeweld.nl/csg-en/
https://langsz.nl/


Moreover, Van Doorne should be able to conduct an investigation independently and in 

accordance with the Core Values of the legal profession. However, with due regard for their 

own responsibilities, the process will be coordinated, if deemed necessary.  

 

In the appendices, you can find further information from the police about sexual offences.  

NB. Anyone who has knowledge of a criminal offence is allowed to report this to the police. In 

the case of serious offences, such as rape, anyone who has knowledge thereof is even obliged 

to do so (Section 160 of the Code of Criminal Procedure).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annex 1  Police – Sexual offences 

Anyone can be confronted with a sexual offence. For instance, if you are assaulted or raped, 

or if your nude photos are distributed. Or if someone has touched you while you are not yet 

16, or while you did not want it.  

You are not alone! 

Perhaps you do not immediately think of reporting to the police. Some victims are afraid to 

talk about it (yet). Sometimes there are feelings of guilt, shame or fear of not being believed.  

However, it may be important to report it to the police and to seek help. The police have 

specially trained vice investigators. They are available 24/7 to take action if necessary. The 

police can conduct a criminal investigation, but also ensure that you receive help. The police 

cooperates with many organisations, such as the Sexual Assault Center and Victim Support 

Netherlands, to offer you the best help.  

Watch the police animation video " sexual abuse, what to do? 

  Link to video animation Sexual Abuse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Has it just happened? Do you need 

urgent medical care? Are you or 

others in danger?  

Call 112. 

In other situations call 0900-8844. 

Briefly state the reason why you are 

calling and ask for the vice squad. 

You can also go to a police station. 

https://centrumseksueelgeweld.nl/csg-en/
https://www.slachtofferhulp.nl/english/
https://www.slachtofferhulp.nl/english/
https://politienl.bbvms.com/p/zedenpolitie/p/1580.html?inheritDimensions=true


Annex 2 Notifying and reporting sexual offences 

 
You are not alone 
The vice squad investigates sexual offences. Are you, or is someone you know victim of a 
sexual offence? The vice squad is there to help, inform and guide you, together with the 
emergency services.  
 
You may have questions like:  
 
▪ Do I notify the police of the abuse? Do I have to report it? 
▪ Is what happened to me punishable?  
▪ What does reporting mean for me? 
▪ What does reporting mean for the accused? 
▪ Can I get compensation? 

 

With this brochure, we would like to answer your questions. Do you have more questions after 

reading the brochure? You can always ask questions to the vice squad and to social services.  

 

What is a sexual offence?   

Sexual acts that take advantage of an age or power difference are called sexual abuse. The 

Dutch Criminal Code defines punishable sexual acts. These include sexual acts that take place 

under coercion or sexual acts in an unequal situation. Examples include rape, sexual assault, 

indecencies with a minor, grooming and the possession of child pornography. It could be the 

case that you are not sure as to whether what happened to you is punishable. In that case you 

can also contact us. There are other possibilities to help you besides criminal prosecution.   

 

What is the vice squad? 

 

The national police force is divided into 10 regional units. Each unit has a Vice Team. In popular 

speech we call this 'the vice squad'. The vice squad employs specially trained investigators. 

This is necessary, because vice cases are complex. Firstly, because sexual abuse has a great 

impact on victims. Additionally, feelings of fear, guilt, shame and loyalty can play a role. The 

suspect may also be someone known to the victim. Furthermore, in some cases it is difficult 

to produce evidence. Vice investigators are specialised to deal with this professionally. The 

vice squad is neutral and focused on finding the truth. 

1. Notify the police 

The first contact with the police about sexual abuse is called a notification. This is not a report 

yet. During this first moment of contact you tell the police what happened to you. It is 

important to contact the police as soon as possible if you have become a victim of a sexual 

offence.  

 

Has it just happened? Do you need urgent medical care? Are you or others in danger? Call 112. 

 

If not, please call 0900-8844 and ask for the vice squad.  



After this first contact with the police, the police register your story as a notification. This 

notification is retained for 10 years. The police will launch an investigation if you decide to 

report it, or if the public prosecutor decides that the police should launch an investigation on 

the basis of your report. For instance, if your safety or the safety of others is at risk.  

 

Is it urgent? 

If the sexual abuse happened within the last seven days, it may be urgent. Providing good 

medical and psychological care at an early stage can contribute positively to recovery. An 

investigation into possible evidence can be launched quickly.  

 

If you do not want to go to the police (yet), you can also call the Sexual Assault Center (''CSG'') 

directly for medical and psychological help.  

 

Sexual Assault Center  

The Sexual Assault Center is a place where victims of sexual assault or rape can get the help 

they need: forensic, medical and psychological help. At the Sexual Assault Center, a team of 

doctors, nurses, police and other care workers work together to provide specialised care to 

victims of sexual assault and rape. 

 

2. An informative discussion 

After your notification, the vice squad will offer you an informative discussion. An informative 

discussion can be held at the station, but sometimes also by telephone or video call. During 

this discussion you will briefly tell what happened to you. The vice inspector will provide you 

information. This is not yet a report to the police. 

During this discussion, you can ask questions such as: Is what happened to me punishable? 

What are the possibilities of help, recovery and reporting to the police? What happens if I 

report it? The vice investigator will give you information that can help you with your choices. 

During the interview, the vice investigator will also consider whether what happened to you 

is punishable by law. It is also possible that the police first ask you some questions. If it seems 

that a criminal offence may have been committed, you can report it to the police.  

Additionally, the vice investigator will discuss the possibilities for alternatives with you, such 

as restorative mediation, help and advice. If you wish, the police can bring you in touch with 

the right organisations, such as the CSG, Victim Support Netherlands, Safe Haven, Perspective 

Restorative Mediation or Mediation in Criminal Cases. Finally, the vice investigator will inform 

you about your rights as a victim. You can read more about this in the section 'Your rights as 

a victim' in this brochure.  

You decide whether you want to report. If you already know that you want to report, we will 

make an appointment for the recording of the report. 

 

The cooling-off period 



It could be the case that after an informative discussion, you want to report immediately. In 

that case, discuss this with the vice investigator. It may also be that you first want to think 

about it or discuss it before deciding whether or not to report. After the informative 

discussion, we offer you time to think if you wish to report. During this time, you can consult 

with, for instance, a person of trust or a victim advocate. We will agree with you on how long 

you need to make a decision. Subsequently, you will contact us to share your decision with us. 

After that, if you wish, we can make an appointment for you to report. 

  

Victim advocate 

A specialised victim advocate offers you support and guidance throughout the entire legal 

process, from the report to the verdict in a vice case. In addition, the victim advocate can 

also help you with other procedures besides criminal law, such as obtaining compensation 

through civil law or demanding a restraining order. In some cases or regions the support of 

a victim advocate is free, in other cases or regions this is not (yet) the case. Victim Support 

Netherlands can advise you whether you are eligible for free specialist victim's advice.  

 

 

3. Examining your body for evidence 

 

An examination of your body is called a forensic medical examination. With this examination 

we can find important evidence. If the sexual abuse took place no longer than a week ago and 

you give us permission to do so, we will take you to a CSG In the CSG, doctors, nurses, police 

and other care workers cooperate to provide victims of sexual abuse with specialist care. 

 

At the CSG 

 

A specially trained doctor will carry out the examination of your body in a room especially 

designed for this purpose. During the examination, the doctor can secure evidence of sexual 

abuse. This concerns evidence such as semen, blood, hair or clothing fibers. During this 

examination, the doctor can also look for physical consequences of the sexual abuse, such as 

injuries, a pregnancy or a venereal disease. The doctor may carry out a test in that regard. The 

doctor will also take a mouth swap. In doing so, we determine your DNA profile so we can 

distinguish traces of you and the suspect. We only use your DNA profile for your case and will 

destroy it afterwards. Your DNA profile will not be retained after your case is closed.  

 

Physical examination of the suspect 

A similar physical examination for evidence can also be carried out on the suspect at a later 

stage. 

4. You decide: To report or not to report? 

Because a report can have consequences for you and the accused, it is important that you 

decide whether you want this.  

 



Reasons for reporting can be, for example: 

▪ You believe that the suspect deserves punishment; 
▪ You want to prevent more victims; 
▪ You want recognition for what has happened to you; 
▪ You have suffered damage and you want compensation for it; 
 

You may decide not to report because, for instance, you do not want to go to court. It may 

also be that you first choose therapy, or that you find another solution, such as restorative 

mediation, better for your situation.  

 

If you decide not to report 

If you do not want to report after your notification (or after an informative meeting),  

we will retain your notification for ten years. In some cases, the public prosecutor can decide 

that an investigation will be conducted without your report. For instance, if your safety or the 

safety of others is at stake in the future, or if there is a risk of danger or repetition. If you have 

indicated that you are in need of an approach other than criminal prosecution, we will refer 

you. For medical and psychological assistance, we can refer you to the CSG. If you are in need 

of contact with the perpetrator, for instance through an exchange of letters or a conversation, 

under supervision, we can refer you to Perspective Restorative Mediation. If you need 

emotional support, or support in obtaining compensation for damages, we can refer you to 

Victim Support Netherlands. The vice investigator will offer you the possibilities that fit your 

needs.  

 

If you decide to report 

The report is recorded at the police station in a special interview room with a living room 

setting. During the interview, a vice investigator will take your statement.  

 

The vice investigator will ask you questions in order to get the story as clear as possible. You 

may experience the interview as intense. The vice investigators are there to put you at ease 

and to guide you during the interview. They will also explain why they ask certain questions. 

The questions may be about you as a person, about what you know about the suspect, but 

mainly about what exactly happened, what was said and done before, during and after the 

abuse. This is important because your statement can be an important piece of evidence. By 

carefully recording the statement, we reduce the chance that you will have to answer 

questions again later in the investigation. 

 

If you have any questions for the investigator, you are of course welcome to ask them. Even if 

you want to take a break during the interview. You can also tell us how you are doing now, 

what you think about a possible prosecution of the suspect and you can request compensation 

from the suspect. The vice investigator will record your story in detail.  

 

Afterwards, we will ask you to sign the report. Please read it carefully first to check whether 

your story is correct. Once the report is signed, you cannot withdraw it. It is important that 

you tell the truth about what happened, because a false report is punishable.  

 



Discuss your possible need to bring a person of trust with you to the report. To avoid any 

possibility of being influenced, in principle it is prescribed that we speak to you without the 

presence of others. Of course you can bring someone with you to support you. This person 

will wait for you in a waiting room at the police station.  

 

Recording of sound and image during informative interview and report 

We record sound during the informative interview and the report. Sometimes we also make 

a video recording. We make these recordings  to check whether the interview has proceeded 

correctly. Moreover, the prosecutor, a judge and the lawyer can sometimes better assess a 

case if they have a complete picture of the conversations. 

  

Child-friendly studio 

For children between 4 and 12 years old who are a victim or a witness of a serious crime, the 

police have child-friendly interview studios. Specially trained vice inspectors are employed 

here. The hearings in the child-friendly studio's are always recorded with sound and image. 

These studios are also used for the hearing of people with mental disabilities. Because the 

statement in the studio is or may used as important evidence, you cannot be present during 

the hearing. There is a special waiting area for parents and carers. Also, as long as the 

investigation is ongoing, you usually do not receive any substantive information about what 

was said during the hearing. 

 

How long does it take to report? 

The time estimated for reporting sexual abuse may range from one hour or a few hours to a 

whole day. In some cases, several interviews may be necessary. The time it takes to report 

sexual abuse is different for each person and depends on what happened to you. After the 

informative interview, the vice investigator can give you an estimation of how much time your 

report will take. Everything is, of course, done in consultation with you. Prior to the interview, 

you can indicate what you would like the reporters to take into account in order to make the 

interview as pleasant as possible for you.  

5. What happens after the report? 

The police will start an investigation on the basis of your report: the criminal investigation. 

Please bear in mind that the handling of your case can take a long time. That is, because 

conducting an investigation takes a lot of time. A judge may also want to ask you questions 

later. 

 

The criminal investigation 

The police may launch a criminal investigation after you reported and try to gather evidence. 

The police aim to handle your case as quickly as possible. Please bear in mind that a criminal 

investigation takes time, especially if digital data carriers or digital evidence have to be 

examined.  

 

Sometimes we ask for your help in obtaining evidence. For instance, regarding the 

examination of your computer or smartphone. Statements from people who have seen or 

heard something can also be important.  



  

Arrest and interrogation of the suspect 

The prosecutor can order the police to arrest the suspect. The police can hold the suspect for 

9 hours at the police station for questioning. 

 

Custody 

Sometimes, in the interests of the investigation, the suspect can be taken into police custody. 

In that case, the suspect is detained for a longer period of time at the police station. The law 

stipulates that a suspect must appear before an examining magistrate within 3 days and 18 

hours after arrest. The examining magistrate is an investigating magistrate. He or she does not 

determine whether a suspect is guilty or not. The examining magistrate decides whether the 

suspect must be detained for a longer period of time in the interests of the investigation or in 

the interests of safety. The examining magistrate may also decide that the suspect can go 

home again, whether under certain conditions or not. In that case, the suspect may go home 

to await the further course of the investigation.  

 

Detention 

After  police custody, the public prosecutor can request the examining magistrate to take the 

suspect into custody. If the suspect is remanded in custody, he will be held in custody for a 

maximum of 14 days. After that, it is up to the court to decide whether the suspect must be 

detained any longer, possibly until the trial. Sometimes the suspect is released provisionally, 

but under certain conditions. If the suspect is (provisionally) released, we will always inform 

you. 

We will keep you informed 

The police will contact you during important moments of the investigation. In any case, you 

will also have contact with the vice squad at the following moments: in case of a possible 

informative discussion, in case of reporting, in case of  the arrest or release of a suspect and 

in case of the conclusion of the police investigation.  

Do you have any questions regarding the police investigation outside of these contact 

moments? Or do you have other questions, for instance about (a referral to) assistance, legal 

aid? Or do you have new information? 

During the first moment of contact or the informative discussion, you will receive the contact 

details to enable you to contact the vice squad handling your case by phone or email. 

Do you have no direct contact details (anymore)? You can also reach the vice squad via the 

following number: 0900-8844. 


