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In the Netherlands, case law on coverage issues in respect of damage as a result of Covid-19 measures and/or 
Covid-19 disease (in short: "Covid-19") seems to be very limited. Possibly because the most obvious damage (at this 
stage) is business interruption damage and damage as a result of event cancellations, while the (standard) policy 
conditions of business interruption insurance seem to be rather straight forward in this jurisdiction.

In principle, business interruption damage is only covered by BI insurance in case of material damage to insured 

qualify as such pursuant to most standard policy conditions. As far as we know, there is no case law yet in which an 
insured challenged a denial of coverage in this respect. In practice we do come across discussions between insurers 

As far as event insurance is concerned, most event insurance policies (taken out before the outbreak of Covid-19) 
seem to provide cover for expenses made as a result of Covid-19. To our knowledge, only one (relevant) court 
decision was (in preliminary relief proceedings brought up by an event agency before the Court of  
Amsterdam) published.

The core of the dispute was whether or not (i) an exclusion for damage as a result of a contagious diseases applied 

of concluding the relevant policy it was uncertain for all parties that damage would arise or has arisen as a result 
of an insured event) and (iii) it is contrary to the Dutch doctrine of reasonableness and fairness to deny coverage 

event agency knew about the outbreak of Covid-19.

The court held that: (i) it is assumed that the policy does not contain an exclusion relating to Covid-19, (ii) it was 
not already clear at the beginning of 2020 that the outbreak would have major consequences for events and (iii) 
denying coverage on this ground is unacceptable since the insurers themselves were also aware of the outbreak of 
Covid-19. The court ruled that it is plausible that the insurance policy will provide coverage for the cancellation of 
the relevant events.

Finally, we note that the Dutch Association of Insurers and the Dutch Insurance Exchange Association (VNAB) 
announced initiatives to accommodate insured persons that are faced with liquidity problems as a result of Covid-19 
in July 2020.
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